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An announcement was made that to sustain the momentum
and synergy created thus far in the 3A Project, an Exchange
Program involving Sharing Session and Agency Visits would
be held in June 2017 at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. Finalist teams of 2016 and Gold, Silver and Bronze
awardees of 2014 will present their projects and share
how they have furthered their work. This would provide
an opportunity to explore possibilities for replication and
adaptation to meet the cultural differences in different
countries/regions, to actualize the theme of “Aspiration
For Sustainability, Innovation & Applicability (ASIA)” of the
Wofoo 3A Project.

Asian Family Summit to celebrate 10th
Anniversary of CIFA in 2018
At the well attended closing ceremony, Mrs. Patricia Chu
delivered her closing remarks, summarizing the deliberations
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and achievements of the Symposium and expressing deep
appreciation to the unfailing efforts of all who made the
Symposium a great success. She also made an announcement
that CIFA will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary in 2018 and
the 6th Regional Symposium would be held in Hong Kong in
the form of an Asian Family Summit. She also presented a very
attractive video on Hong Kong and invited all to join the Asian
Family Summit to commemorate an important milestone in the
development of CIFA.

The past quarter has been a most exciting and busy one in which all at CIFA
were engaged in organizing the 5th Regional Symposium and the Final Round
Adjudication of the Wofoo 3A Project 2016 to be held in early November at
the National Museum of Korea, Seoul. In this issue, we will report on these two
significant activities of CIFA in the quarter, while the sharing of keynote papers
and Wofoo 3A Project 2016 will follow in subsequent issues.
Since this was the first ever CIFA event in which a representative from the United Nations was involved
as the Guest of Honour, many logistics had to be arranged and protocols had to be followed. With
the concerted efforts of the co-organizer, the Korean Association of Family Relations, all the detailed
arrangements had been made with a view to make it a memorable one. We were most honoured to
have Ms. Daniela Bas, Director of the Division for Social Policy and Development of the Department
of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations to join us, giving recognition and support to CIFA,
witnessing it in action, and bringing CIFA to a new height in its endeavors as a regional platform.
As reported in following pages, the 5th Regional Symposium has been a great success, breaking
records in terms of number of registrations and presentations. We have received very positive
feedback from Ms. Bas, co-organizers, supporting organizations, speakers and participants as well
as the many volunteers who provided efficient and timely support to ensure the smooth running of the
Symposium.
We at CIFA are deeply appreciative of Ms. Bas for staying throughout the whole Symposium, not
only as the Guest of Honour at the Opening Ceremony and the Award Presentation Ceremony of
Wofoo 3A Project 2016, but joining most of the scientific programs and participating in discussions
on various issues raised during the plenary sessions and concurrent sessions. All are deeply touched
by her conviction on the importance of the family and its impact on sustainable development of
society, not only as a United Nations Representative, but a person with dedication and vision to make
the world a better place for all through collaborative efforts. She is a live example for all of us and
we are privileged to have crossed with her and we shall look upon her advice and guidance in our
endeavors in promoting well-being and happiness for all in the years to come.
To wrap up a memorable 2016 may I take this opportunity to thank all for their unfailing support to
the work of CIFA, and wish all a Happier, Healthier and More Fulfilled 2017!

The 5th CIFA Regional Symposium &
Wofoo 3A Project 2016
The 5th CIFA Regional Symposium on Asian Families: Change and Consistency was successfully held from 3rd to 5th November at
the National Museum of Korea in Seoul, with the Korean Association of Family Relations (KAFR) as a co-organizer, and the Family
Council of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, as well as a number of professional associations in Hong Kong, Korea,
Japan and Taiwan as supporting organizations. It attracted over 430 participants from 9 countries/regions, breaking the record of
registration of all previous regional symposiums.
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